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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH DENTISTS 


THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


At the conclusion of the annual meeting in Cincinnati, our 
friend from Georgia, Dr. James G. Williams, will be installed as 
president of our organization. Our new president will instill new 
life and new ideas into the management of our affairs and into 
this page of the BULLETIN. 


No one can serve a term as president of the A.A.P.H.D. with- 
out becoming conscious of our responsibilities as dentists and as 
health workers. The very nature of our work demands that we sup- 
ply a major share of the leadership in the development of plans 
and policies for the promotion of dental public health. Since 
this is the case, we hope every member will, in his turn, have the 
privilege of serving as an officer of the Association. 


Every member of our organization is more or less familiar 
with our accomplishments during the past year; to review them here 
would, therefore, be unnecessary. It is difficult to place a 
value on the things we do from one year to the next so far as 
their relative importance is concerned. The writer has a feeling 
thet "bigger and better" things are just around the corner. Many 
dental Kheelth directors have had difficult administrative problems 
to solve before large scale dental hcelth programs could be put 
into effcct in the field. Much of the fundamental ground work has 
been laid in many states in preparation for a general cxpansion of 
the various phases of the dental health program. 


The actions which will be taken by our own orgenization, the 
decisions and recommendations of the A.D.A. Council on Dental 
Health, and the establishment. of a scperate section for public 
health dentistry in the American Public Health. Association will 
all have considerable influence on whethér or not dental health 
programs expend to a level which is more in proportion to the pro- 
blem. 


Every member of the A.A.P.H.D. can play an important part in 
improving the status of public health dentistry. In all probabil- 
ity the best place to start is to be certain that his own program 
is founded on the principles which he deeply believes in. 


-- Allen ©. Gruebbel 
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THE MARINES ON GUADALCANAL 
HAD TOOTHACHES TOO* 


By Kenneth A, Easlick, D.D.S.** 


This ycar a _ subcommittec of the 
Council on Dentel Health of the 
Michigan State Dental Society has 
taken over the dental phese of the 
National High School Physical Fit» 
ness Program, an action program de- 
signed to achieve two definite re- 
sults dentally. This program aims 
to secure dental exeminations for 
senior students and to enlist den- 
tists to grant appointment priori- 
ties to those, at least, of the 
high school students who are about 
to enter the armed forces. 


In order to be accepted into many 
of the special programs of the Army 
and Navy, the high school student 
must present himself with good 
teeth. Good occlusion, for example, 
is demanded for service in the fly- 
ing corps or the submarine service. 
Men must be able to use an oxygen 
mask efficiently. Others of the 
special training programs of the 
Navy open to high school graduates 
require a good mouth condition 
prior to acceptance. 


Busy dentists in Michigan, who 
are seriously worried about giving 
patients appointments three weeks 


* Reprinted from the Journal of the 
Michigan State Dental Society. 

**Chairman, Michigan Council on Den- 
tal Heal th. : 


ahead, may ask, legitimately, “why 
should we be expected to grant ap- 
pointment priorities to high school 
students when one dentist is waiting 


. to care for each 500 of these young 


students immediately they enter the 
armed forces?" It has been pointed 
out already that some of these stu- 
dents will be barred from entrance 
into special training programs  un- 
less they are granted dental priori- 
ties by the home-town dentist. 


Let us look further at the dental 
conditions of the Marines who landed 
in the Solomons. What dental care 
is available actually at the fight- 
ing front? 


Recruits who previous tothe de- 
claration of war were given 6 to 9 
months “boot” training may be rushed 
through this training now ina mat- 
ter of wockss With a shortened in- 
tense training period, with older 
non-commissioned officers who may be 
more concerned about a steady routine 
to accomplish the necessary training 
then the recruit's visit to'the camp 
dentist, with dental officers con- 
fronted by an enormous accumulation 
of dental defects in young men who 
heve neglected their mouths, is it 
any wonder that the Marines landed 
on Guadalcanal less than 100 per 


cent fit dentally? 


For approximately 20,000 Marines, 9 
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THE MARINES ON GUADALCANAL HAD TOOTHACHES TOO - Easlick 


dental officers were available. For 
a long time only two operating units fections became acute, and deep 


became acute, chronic Vincent's in- 


cavities became exposed pulps on 
Guadalcanal. Teeth ached just as 
lost and no others could be secured; badly in the Solomons as they do in 
instruments rusted; burs became the comfortable towns of Michigan. 
dull. Dental officers served in As one Marine told his dental of- 
first aid posts, and they were as- ficer after a night ina fox hole 
signed administrative tasks as were with a swollen jaw, "The Japs may be 
other officers. They became hospi- - tough, but a toothache is tougher!" 

tal evacuation officers, mess offi- 
cers, and censors. 


were set up on the Island. The hos- 
pital was bombed; toothbrushes were 


The High School Physical Fitness 
Program Subcommittee asks every den- 
The ratio of one dental officer to tist in Michigan to give senior high 
500 men doesn't mean that each den- school students the necessary ap- 
tist is seeing his 500 men for regu- | pointments. LET'S GIVE SENIOR STU- 
lear dental care. Chronic abscesses DENTS A BREAK! 


FOR SPECIAL STUDY 


Through the 
High School Victory Corps-Fhysical Fitness 

Dental Health 
we may learn 
how to operate 
a successful dental health progren 
for high school pupils. 
During this present school year 
and until the war is over, 
let's put teeth in physical fitness 
that will make the program CLICK. 


Keep accurate records -- report your methods in July 1944 BULLETIN 
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DENTISTRY: A BUSINESS OR A PROFESSION? 


lle. 


Looking expectantly toward the day 
when “every dentist will be a busi- 
ness establishment as well as a pro- 
fessional one," a journal published 
by a dental supply house devotes the 
whole of one recent issue toa long 
article, by a dentist, on the sub- 
ject of "selling" dentistry to the 
public. With a few changes, the 
article could have been written for 
a trade journal devoted to the in- 
terests of salesmen of bathroom fix- 
tures or Fuller brushes. A brief 
summary of this illuminating article 

will serve to indicate its general 
tone. 


The author prefaces his sugges- 
tions to the "trade" by complaining 
that hitherto “dentistry has not 
been properly sold" and declares 
that this fact indicates the need of 
"an expert public relations council." 
He would line up physicians, educa- 
tors, publishers, labor leaders, 
employers, farm organizations, manu- 
facturers, and even the Army Dental 


Corps to "“sell" dentistry to the- 
public. Dentists themselves would 
have @ prominent part in this cam- 
paign, not merely by “selling" den- 


tistry to their owm patients but al- 
so by cooperating in the far-reaching 
program outlined for the other groups. 


In addition to his recommendations 
for "selling" dentistry, the writer 
of the article makes several sugges- 
tions that indicate a rather reck- 
-less disregard for sound dental 
health education. Among the litera- 
ture that he wants to see distributed 
to laymen are several pamphlets 
that have been found to contain much 
erroneous and misleading informa- 
tion. He also makes the statement, 
for which no satisfactory evidence 
exists at present, that "poor tecth 
create poorer students." Is he 
aware when he recommends that 4-H 
Clubs award prizes for “the best 


jewelery, 


teeth," that the 4-H physical stan- 
derd deducts points for dental fill-- 
ings?” Has he considered the harm 

thet may be done to the cause of 
dental health by awarding prizes to 
children “with the most attractive 
teeth?" Has he not, in his zeal. to 
increase the dentists' business, 
overlooked the fundamentally impor- 
tant fact that a profession which 
adopts the principles and methods of 
a trade is likely to enjoy a tempor- 

ary rise in income at the expense of 
a permanent lowering of prestige? 


We may question whether this some- 
whet disturbing article indicates a 
trend in the policies of dontal 
health educetion or is merely a neg- 
ligible expression of one indivi- 
dual's opinions. It may find echoes 
of agreement in the minds of some 
practitioners, but certainly it does 
not represent the views of public 
health dentists. The task of ‘dental 
heelth educators has always becn 
based on the principle that dental 
health is not a luxury to be sold to 
the public like wines, perfurmes,and 
but a necessity that 
people must be taught to obtain just 
as they must be taught to obtain 
vaccination, first-aid kits, and the 
other health protections available 
through modern medical science. 


as Abraham Lincoln 
long ago asserted, can be fooled 
only up to a certain point. If den- 
tists who are bracketed in the aver- 
age person's mind with physicians, 
and thus honored and respected, be- 
gin to behave like salesmen, the 
layman will not long remain ignorant 

of the fact. He will sense that a 
hitherto trusted group of profes- 
sional men is trying “to put  some- 
thing over on him,” and his belief 
in their sincerity and ethical con- 
duct will be undermined for a gen- 
eration or more. 


The layman, 
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DENTISTRY: A BUSINESS OR A PROFESSION? 


Public health dentists occupy the 
difficult and responsible position 
of interpreters. They must fre- 
quently interpret the needs of the 
public to the profession, and the 
principles and policies of the pro- 
fession to the public. Thus public 
health dentists must charge them- 
selves with the task of protecting 
both the profession and the public 
against any such philosophy as that 
typified in the article on “sell- 
ing" dentistry. Dentistry, like 
food, clothing, and the other 
necessities of life, must unfortu- 
nately be bought and paid for; but 
the use of high-pressure advertis- 
ing, the funds or facilities of 
commercial concerns, or illegiti- 
mate methods of promoting dental 
services can result in nothing but 
loss of prestige for the profession, 
with public antipathy and distrust. 


How, then, may dentistry proper- 
ly bring its advantages to the atten- 


tion of the public? The answer 
lies in the realization, by the pro- 
fession, of the fundamental differ- 
ence between education and promotion. 
The educator presents all the facts, 
clearly and fairly, and trusts the 
intelligence of the general public 


to respond satisfactorily. The pro- 


moter presents only those facts that 

tend to further his own ends, and 

tries to persuade the public that by 

furthering those ends, they are 

benefiting themselves. Very often 

this may be more or less true. The: 
author. of the article referred to is 

merely voicing a non-professional 

and commercial conception of dental 

publicity that hitherto has been 

fairly common among the profession; 

but the public health dentist cannot 

subscribe to this view. It is his 

task to educate the public as to the 

necessity of dentistry as the chiof 

means of maintaining dental health 
rather then to "sell" dentistry to 

them as a luxury. 
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUSLIC HEALTH DENTISTS 


THE QUARTERLY QUESTION 


Before each issue of the BULLETIN, a question of interest to the gen- 
eral membership hes been submitted to the members by the editor. For this is- 
sue, however, the members were asked to pose their own question and answer it. 


The question submitted was: 


"What is your Guarterly Question for October -=- and what is your 


answer?” 


Q. "Should a course in public dental 
health be given all undergraduate 
dental students; and if so, what 


“should it encompass?" 


‘A. “The first part of the query 


might be answered with a simple but 
emphatic 'yes.' While many reasons 
for such an affirmation might be 
given, it seems necessary to cite 
only one, namely, that a positive 
public health consciousness on the 
part of the profession's rank and 
file is neccssary for the most 
rapid development of dental health 
consciousness in the lay public. 
It has been a proud boast that the 
dentel profession, among the various 
health services, is most open-minded 
end forward-looking in its attitude 
toward public health activity. The 
boast, undoubtedly, is justified; 
but too often the profession's atti- 
tude has hada basis more neutrel 
then positive. As a result public 
dental health endeavor,while osten- 
sibly supported by the profession, 
has not always had thet extremely 
essential informed and active pro- 
fessional support. The time to 
start the development of an informed 
profession is in the undergraduate 
years of training. 
"The nature of the course to be 


given is more difficult to discuss. 
The crowded curriculum of the present 
day dental school requires drastic 
limitations in the possible number of 
lecture hours or time spent in field 
observation. Conseouently, subject 
matter must be limited to those high- 
lights of public dental health that 
will (1) engender interest and (2) 
serve as @ basis for more detailed 
learning on the subject. Not the 
least important is the possible ini- 
tial interest of subsequent 're- 
cruits' for service as public health 
dentists. 

"In spite of time limitations, the 
course shculd not limit. itself 
strictly to discussion of public den- 
tal health. This field is too inex- 
tricably bound up with other phases 
ef public health not to make valuable 
some endeavor toward explaining the 
nature of these other public health 
activities. Whon possible, such non- | 
dental discussion might well be given . 
by division or bureau directors of 
particular fields cf public health. 

“Finally, having posed the question, 
I should say that the suggested course 
is not intended as a substitute for 
postgraduate training in public dental 
health. Rather, it is suggested as a 
proper undergraduate subject, the 
importance of which will be more and 
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THE QUARTERLY QUESTION 


more realized as present trends 


develop." 
-- Richard Leonard 


a "If a system of Federal aid to 
e states for dental cere should 
result from Federal legislation (of 
the nature of the Wagner Bill), 

1. Whet part should official 
health agencies play in carrying 
out the provisions for dental cere? 

2. What part should the dental 
directors in the states play? 

What kind of service prcegrams, 
in the opinion of the mombers cf the 
A-A.P.eH.De, should be conducted, and 
what funds would be needed? 

4. What age groups and economic 
groups of the populeticn should re- 
“ceive care? 

5. How should such funds be dis- 
tributed to the states from the Fed- 
eral level?" 


A. “Almost every category of the 
populace is teking a fling at pest- 
war planning. 
rent trends, it seems advisable that 
those whe might be called upon to 
administer a dental service program 
(care, corrective, educational, pro- 
paganda, and perhaps some research) 
should crystallize their thinking on 
the subject. 
"After eight years’ experience 
functicning in official health 
agencies under terms of the Social 
Security Act, dentistry shculd have 
gained enough experience to warrant 
mature censiderstion of the problems 
itemized. 'Dentistry' in this case 
is the membership of the A.A.P.H.D. 
It is proposed, therefore, that 
these and similar topics be explored 
with a view to presenting a definite 
plan to the American Dentel Associ- 
ation, a congressional committee 


and/or a Federal agency if the op- 
portunity presents itself. 
“Although I have certain personal 


In view of the cur- — 


opinions on the matter, the fore- 
going questicns ere meant for more 
extended consideration than can be 
given in a shcrt discussion of this 


kind, 


-- Walter J. Pelton 


. "What standards should be followed 
or providing adequate dental treat- 
ment in a dental care program?" 


A. “This question is asked, not be- 
cause I know the answer, but because 
many dentel directors are confronted 
with this problem and because stan- 
dards of service will be an impor- 
tant consideration in any dental 
care plan. The standards referred 
to are quality and types of dental 
ecnsideration of this problem to the 
service perfcrmed in clinics because 
it will be equally important to , 
establish certain standards of ser- 
vice rendered in private dental of- 
fices. 

"The A.D.A. Council on Dental 
Health has announced that the dental 
ebjective of the Victory Corps and 


Physical Fitness Program is tc ‘make 


boys and girls dentally fit for 
military and civilian duties.’ What 
is meant by the term, ‘dentally 


fit?! 


"In a recent letter, Dr. Kenneth 
Ae Easlick pointed out that we 
shculd not restrict our thinking to 


fillings, extractions, and simple 
treatments, but must include ‘the 
of children 


growth and develcpment 
and what is essential dental prac- 
tice to assist in the attainment of 
cptimal health in childhood, adoles-— 
cence, and adulthood.’ Dr. Easlick 
made an excellent suggestion: 'I 
shculd like to see a group of pedo- 
dontists, orthodontists, perhaps 
orel surgeons, clinic directors, 
and public health dentists sit down 


THE QUARTERLY QUESTION 


around a big table and decide what 
is reasonable dental service to 
attain optimal health in a universal 
children's program provided by com- 
pulsory insurance in the offices of 
well-trained private practitioners 
and maintained from three to eighteen 
years.' 

"The A.A.P.H.D. could make.an ime 
portant contribution to the solution 
of the dental care problem by spon- 
soring a conference as suggested by 


Dr. Easlick." 
-- Allen 0. Gruebbel 


Q. “Should dental services be ren- 
dered by the state health depart- 
ments in areas where there is no 
available dental service?" 


A. “Dental services should be given 
fo all children up to eighteen years 
of age and all expectant mothers." 

-- OM. Seifert 


Q. "What may be done to alleviate the 
budget problems of dental directors?" 


A. "We must realize that budget 
Eroubles will be inevitable so long 


as we remain a subsidiary to the 
medical program. Public health den- 
tistry can stand on its own merits 


and should have appropriations of 
its own. If we really work toward 


this goal, it can be reached," 
-- J.T. Fulton 


Q. “In administering a public dental 


treatment program for indigent chil- 
des- 


ignated for treating deciduous mol- 


dren, what standards should be 


ars?" 


A. "Carious posterior deciduous teeth 


will be treated as follows: 
1. Caries will be removed. 


2. Ammoniacal silver nitrate pre- 


cipitated with eugenol will be ap- 
plied. 

3. Normal contour of the tooth 
will be restored by filling (silver 
amalgam) in order to reduce the pos- 
sibilities of adjoining tooth from 
decaying and to keep occluding and 
contiguous teeth in their normal 
positions. In two-surface cavities 
the matrix will be used, 

4. In every case where operator 
is convinced that the pulp is in- 
volved and that the tooth cannot be 
successfully treated, the tooth 
should be extracted. The term 'suc- 
cessful treatment' implies that the 
tooth is ina healthful condition 
and its normal contour restored." 

-- Wisan 


&. “The nurses in a rural state are 


@ great potential educational source. 
How are you using them?" 


A. "In the State of New Hampshire, 
-it is found thet the nursing profes- 
sion differed little in training and 
knowledge from the nurses in other 
states. There is inall states a 
great lack of knowledge among the 
nurses of the essentials of mouth 
health. With the present acceler- 
ated course, it is to be feared this 
phase of their educational training 
will be even more neglected, The 
average nurse recognizes the mouth 
as the upper end of the alimentary 
canal. To utilize this potential 
source in our educetional program, 


we are adopting the following pro- 
cedure: 
“Every public health nurse, 


whether health department, depart- 
ment of education, or visiting 
nurse, receives each month a dental 
bulletin known as The Dental Chat. 
This bulletin follows in its educa- 
tional outline the curriculum set up © 
by the National Organization of Pub- 
lic Health Nurses, and contains es- 
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THE QUARTERLY QUESTION 


sential knowledge (illustrated where 
possible) of dentistry for nurses 
including growth, development, struc- 
ture, dental ills, pathology of the 
mouth, the place of the public health 
nurse in a dental program, results of 
dental neglect, prenatal dental care 
of the mother, postnatal care of the 
child, etc. Each issue is a chapter 
or part of a chapter ona specific 
subject. When these are completed, 
it is planned to prepare them in book 
form for use by nurses. 

"A standardized curriculum has 
been accepted by every school of 
nursing in the state relative to 
standardized teaching of dental 
health to nurses in training. This 
curriculum consists of a number of 
hours of teaching and demonstration, 
and each student nurse is furnished 


with the necessery references, source 
material, and material prepared 
especially for their use. 

"Special literature has been pre- 
pared for distribution by nurses to 
mothors. 

"A specially boxed exhibit has been 
prepared for each nurse of the health 
department for display at baby health 
conferences and for use by nurses in 
the home. 

“Nurses use motion picture films on 
dental subjects at conferences and 
talks. 

"With close cooperation between the 
Division of Nursing and the Division 
of Dental Health, there is no reason 
why much good cannot come of the use 
of the public health nurse as an edu- 
cational factor in the state program." 

-- H. Shirley Dwyer 
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EDITORIAL 


SEPARATE DIVISIONS OF DENTAL HEALTH 


One of our members sent in the following Quarterly Question for this 
issue; “What proportion of state dental programs are under the Division of 
Child Hygiene, and what proportion of states have dental divisions of their 
| own? Under which plen are the most successful programs being carried on?" 
| The editor cannot give an authoritative answer to the latter part of the 
question but can shed some light on the first part because of a recent wunof- 
ficial survey he made. 


It was found that out of the 48 states, 25 have separate divisions of - 
dental health, 17 are still under the Division of Child Hygiene, 1 under the 
Division of Administration, and 5 states have never had a dental health pro- 
gram under the direction of a dentist. Two of the five have programs under 
the direction of dental hygienists. 


Of the 25 states having separate divisions of dental health, there are 
a number of the directors now in military service; and the positions of sev- 
eral others are vacant because cf recent resignations. 


When the dental program comes under the jurisdiction of the Division of 
Child Hygiene, the program must necessarily be limited to Title V funds unless 
state funds are provided. Title V funds limit the program to mothers and 
children; and, therefore, covers only part of the population while dental dis- 
ease and dental problems are not so kind in their limitations. 


Like medicine, engineering, and nursing, dentistry is a distinct profes- 
sion highly regarded by the other professions and the public. There is _ no 
sound reason in this wide world why the profession of dentistry in the Army, 
Navy, Public Health Service, or in state health departments should be subor- 
dinated from the standpoint of administrative status or salary. 


_ Fortunately, this situation is being gradually corrected. The American 
Dental Association is doing its best to correct the national sitwation in the 
Army, Navy, and Public Health Service; and the A.D.A. Council on Dental Health 
has reauested state dental associations to look after the administrative 
status and appropriations for dental health directors. A letter from Chairman 
Emory W Morris concerning this may be found on pages 19 and 20. 


KEEP THEM ALIVE 


Boceuse cf rosignaticns cr military service, twelve or thirteen states 
are now without a dental health director. The American Vental Association, 
state dental socicties in the states affected, the U.S. Public Health Ser- 
vice, and the American Association of Public Health Dentists should be con- 
cerned with the immediate restoration of public health dental service in those 
states. 
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH DENTISTS | 


NOTES 


and 


NEWS 


CINCINNATI 


The seventh annual meeting of the 
American Association of Public 
Health Dentists will be held in the 
Julep Room, Netherland-Plaza Hotel, 
Sunday, October 10, 1943. Because 


. of the war, the program will be con- 


fined to four formal papers in the 
morning and a business meeting in 
the afternoon. 


The morning program, commencing at 
9:30, will consist of a talk by 
Emory W. Morris on the A.D.A. Coun- 
cil on Dental Health; a paper by 
Vern D. Irwin on state health coun- 
cils, state health departments, and 
relationship to the Victory Corps- 
Physical Fitness Dental Health Pro- 
gram; a paper by Lyman D. Heacock 
on dental health programs in indus- 
try; and a paper by William R. 
Davis about advantages and disad- 
vantages of assigning déntists to 
divisions of industrial health. 


The business session will con- 
sider proposals to organize compon- 
ent units of public health den- 
tists; to make eligible for member- 
ship full- and part-time teachers in 
schools of public health; elect a 
rew secretary, a president-elect, 
and three members to the executive 
council. (Doctors Frank P. Bertram 
and Charles F. Deatherage resigned 
as dental health directors in their 
respective states to enter the pri- 
vate practice of dentistry and so 
are no longer eligible for active 
membership’). 


The open session and round table 
discussion to be held Monday cven- 
ing, October 1l,will be conducted by 


the A.D,A. Council on Dental Health, 
The topic will be "The Public's Den- 
tal Health Problem," and the audi- 
ence will participate. Chairman 
Emory W. Morris will preside. 


NEW YORK 


_ On Thursday, October 14, 1943 the 

Oral Health Group of the American 
Public Health Association will meet 

in Hotel Pennsylvania. C,. Ray Tay- 
ler of Michigan is president of the 

group, and Walter J. Pelton is the 

secrotary. 


Topic: “Post-war Implications of 
Flucrine and Dental Health." The 


.subject will be discussed from var- 


icus viewnoints as follcws: H.T. 
Dean - Epidemiology; Raymond J. 
Faust - Water Works; John W,. Knut- 
son - Operative Dentistry; A.0. 
Gruebbel - Public Health Dentistry. 


C. Ray Taylor will read a paper, 
"Preventive Industrial Dentistry, 
before Industrial Hygiene and Health 
Officers Sections on Thursday morning. 


Thursday afternoon the group will 
meet jointly with School Health Sec-+ 
tion, American School Heal th Associ- 
atione Doctors JeAe Salzmann and 
Leon R, Kramer will discuss Victory 
Ccrps Dental Health Program. 


On Friday, October 15, the public 
health dentists attending the Ameri- 
can Public Health Association meet- 
ing will meet with the dental health 
directors of the ncrtheastern states 
to discuss "A Corrective Dental Pro- 
gram in which Private Dentists Are 
Subsidized," C. Ray Taylor and Flor- 
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NOTES and _ NEWS 


ence B. Hopkins will preside and J.M. 
Wisan will act as moderator. 


NEVADA 


Dental Health Director O.M. Seif- 
ert, Reno, Nevada, announces that 
Dr. Arnold Johannes, a staff public 
health dentist, will enter the Army 
in October; and a successor is being 
sought. Salary range, $3000-3600, 
and travel expenses. Uses portable 
dental outfit. Nevada State Board 
of Dental Examiners will issue tem- 
porary license. Write Dr. Seifert. 


LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 


The A.D.A. Comnittce 
tion, headed by Dr. 
Mead, will hold official 
meetings ir. Cincinnati, October 10, 
from 10:00-12:00 Monday, 
8:00-10:00 a.me3 and an open session 
for everybody commencing at 9:00 aem. 
on Tuesday. An unusual opportunity 
offered by a high-powcred committee. 


on Legisla- 
Sterling V. 
comnittee 


PERSONALS 


How many tometoes did you put up 
this year? What clse did you can? 
Ever hear that before? 


Talley Ballou down in old Virginia 
is a gardener too. String beans, 
tomatoes, tomato relish, pickles, 
beets, butter beans, succotash, 
peaches (brandied, canned, and pre- 
served), strawberries, fresh vege- 
tables except corn (a long wey from 
Braucr and Hoffman in Iowa) egg 
plant, 26 chicks, two dogs (not hot 
or canned) besides a catch of 900 
pounds of croakers out of Chesa- 
peake Bay kept Talley from worrying 
about gas coupons. 


Bob Downs of Colorado, in addition 


to his duties as dental health dir- 
ector, has been appointed acting 
director of Divisions of MCH and 
Crippled Children. Bob was recently 
elected chairman of the  Coloredo 
Steto Nutrition Committec. 


Cherles G. Grever, D.D.S., of 
Denver, has been elected president 
of the Cclerado State Boerd of 
Health. Congratulaticns to Colorado 
on all three counts. 


Dr. C.E,. Presnell has been granted 
a leave of absence from the Missouri 
State Health Depertment. Dr. Pres- 
nell has enrolled in the University 
of Michigan for a course in ortho- 
dontics. Dr. A. Richard King and 
Dr. John Shute, recent graduates 
from Washington University, School 
of Dentistry, have jcined the staff. 
of the Division of Dental Health in 
Missouri. 


COOPERATION 


American Dental Association 
Chicago 
August 10, 1943 


President 
State Dental Society 


Dear Doctor: 


At its mid-winter meeting, in 
February 1943, the Council on Dental 
Health of the American Dental Associ- 
ation discussed various methods and 
means for the improvement of the 
dental health of the public. Among 
the nost important of these were 
recommendations made by the American 
Associeticn of Public Health Dentists 
relative to improving the dental 
health services in departments of 
health. 


The American Association of Public 
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NOTES and NEWS 


Health Dentists reauested the Council 
on Dental Health of the American Den- 
tal Association to solicit the assis« 
tance of the state dental societies 
toe 


1. Assist state public health den- 
tists to secure larger appropriations 
for their activities. 

2.. Increase their efforts to have 
capable dentists appointed on the 
state boards of health. 

3. Increase their efforts to have 
dental units in state health, depart- 
ments set up as separate bureaus or 
divisions instead of remaining a 
unit of some other bureau or divi- 
sion. 


The Council on Dental Health cf the 
American Dental Association accepted 
these recommendations as it realizes 
that they are fundamental to a _ suc- 
cessful promotion of dental health 
programs in efficient health agen- 
ciese. The Council on Dental Health 
further realizes that tc be success- 
ful, these programs require the full 
ccoperation and support of the state 
dental societies. The Council on 
Dental Health, therefore, suggests 
that your state dental society offi- 
cially accept these recommendations 
and take the necessary steps to make 
them a reality. 


It is suggested that these recom- 
mendations be brought to the atten- 
tion of the chairman of your state 
Council on Dental Health or compar- 
able committee and that all inter- 
ested groups in your state dental 
society work together on this im 
portant project« 


Trusting that these recommenda- 


tions meet with the approval of 
your scciety and hcping that we may 
receive a reply at your earliest 


convenience, I remain 


Sincerely yours, 
A.D.A. Council on Dental Health 
Emory W. Morris, D.D.S.,Chairman 


IMPERSONALIZE A.D.A. MATERIAL 
(A letter to directors) 


At the meeting of the High School 
Victcry Corps-Physical Fitness Com- 
mittee, which was held in Chicago on 
July 31, 1943, cne of the members 
of the committee cffered a mction to 
recommend the Minnesota educational 
material for use in the naticn-wide 
program. I immediately amended the 
moticn to the effect that such mater- 
ial should be entirely impersonalized 
by eliminating the names of states 
and persons from. the samples to be 
usede The motion as amended was 
adcptod. I mentioned that the 
printers would be willing to pull out 
cf the form the one or two lines re- 
ferring to Minnescta and that the 
samples could then be made available 
by the Bureau cf Public Relations. 


Through some misunderstanding, the 
action taken by the committee was 
disregarded on pages 1610 and 1611 of 
the October issue of the Journal of 
the American Dental Asscciation. Af- 
ter reading the Journal, I wrote a 
letter to Dr. Morrey and sent a copy 
to each member of the committee. Two 
of the members replied saying they 
definitely recalled the action taken 
and again coneurred in my opinion 
that such material should be imper- 
sonelized, 


The acticn on the motion was taken 
at the last moment befcre adjournment 
at 7:00 pem, and this, no doubt, 
acccunts for cverlocking it. 

(Signed) Vern D. Irwin | 
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